
I Knew That! 
 

Helpful Hints from the 

 
 

Be the kind of person you want your students to be.  If a 
teacher doesn’t live up to his or her own standards, how can the 
children believe they are important? 
 
Don’t give homework as a punishment.  Explain every homework 
assignment.  Encourage students to ask their parents for help 
with homework. 
 
Use purposeful, effective questioning techniques.  Be sure to 
allow “wait time” of at least 5 seconds for a response. 
 
Admit if you’ve made a mistake and apologize if you’ve treated 
a student unfairly. 
 
Keep your classroom cheerful and orderly.  Allow space for 
students to move easily around the room as needed. 
 
Make learning fun, interesting, and relevant to the students’ 
lives. 
 
Communicate often and openly with parents.  Encourage parent 
volunteers in your classroom. 
 
Remember that each student has different strengths, weaknesses, 
and needs. 
 
Fulfill your responsibilities outside the classroom as well. Be a 
contributing member of the school faculty and teachers’ 
association as well. 


